
Sonsorol State

Sonsorol State consists of  four islands: Sonsorol, 

Fanna, Pulo Ana, and Merir, located approximately 

300 km southwest of  Koror State and reachable by 

boat.  The size of  the main  island, Sonsorol, is 1.3 

km2 and  known for its untouched natural beauty with 

high biodiversity and unique marine ecosystems.           
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The People of  Sonsorol

The people of Sonsorol are known to be friendly  and hospitable. 

They speak their own language, “Sonsorolese,” and practice their own 
traditions, such as their men's dance and chants like Gapping and 
Gasiwesiw. These  play an important role in preserving their cultural 
identity.

Boys hanging out at the channel; Pases

Mrs. Francisca Bemar is weaving 
coconut palm fond for a thatch roof.

©Peace Winds  Japan

SES Students showing their poster thanking Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography for their donation of Wi-Fi.

Teacher Jaimee Nestor teaching 
the girls how to weave ball-rice.

Older women teaching young ladies 
how to make bilum.

Locals loading and unloading the 
boat at the channel; Pases.
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The Nature of  Sonsorol

Sonsorol Island has an average elevation of 12 meters.

48%  of the island is covered by dense, lush canopies of broadleaf 
trees, making it ideal for a scenic nature walk. The island has 4  
vegetation zones, sandy beach, forest, grassland and rocky terrain. 
The compact yet varied landscape creates a rich habitat for a wide 
range of animals.

Land crab; “lahum” on the beach

On the beach, Matatao; facing south 
during sunset

Faremau ( Chief’s meeting place); with the Cross 
in the background

Matatao view from the beach; at low tideSunrise at Woribuhuya: the southern 
tip of Sonsorol Island

Calophyllum inophyllum; 
Alexandrian Laurel Tree: 
Fitou at Niyerimalemaho
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Sonsorol’s Historical Landmarks

Sonsorol has many historical 

sites. Before WWII, the Japanese came 

to Sonsorol to mine phosphate and 

traded goods, such as sea cucumber and 

bonito flakes (katsuo-bushi) and left 

when WWII started. Afterwards, 

Japanese soldiers came to the island and 

built defense fortifications, which were 

added to the Palau Register of Historic 

Places on March 20, 2020.

Japanese Pier built for transporting 
phosphate

Power Generator of  tugboat 
“Tsubaki” from phosphate mining 

era

Japanese Defense Fortification 

Water Well built during the  Japanese 
era and still used as a water tank by 

residents

Japanese Memorial Monument built in October 1974.

Scan the QR code  for Interviews 
with the People of Sonsorol
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